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Nov/Dec 2022

Nov 5 - Fred & Betty Shannon; Great Lakes Dives/Edmund Fitzgerald
(Please note that the Shannon presentation is in place of the November meeting)

December - No Meeting
Regular meetings are held every 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 7pm in
the Swartz Creek City Hall, 8083 Civic Drive, Swartz Creek, MI 48473.
Please join us.
“It is the mission of the Swartz Creek
Area Historical Society to keep alive the
chronicle of our community’s yesterdays,
todays, and tomorrows in the hearts and
minds of those around us.”

P

lease note that occasionally our meetings
are relocated from City Hall to a different
location and time. Those changes will be
mentioned in this newsletter and posted on
the door at city hall. If we have your email
address, you will receive an email as well!

Publications
Listed below are a few of our publications.
They are available at all of our monthly
meetings or for a small fee, can be mailed.
Contact Tim Buda at 989-271-9193 or tbuda@shianet.org he will deliver locally for
free.
•

“Going Up the Swartz” by Yutha Hayes
– A history of Swartz Creek area 1839 1976, $25

•

“Our District School” by Fredrick Van
Horn, A history of Fletcher School and
“Crapo Farm” by Catherine Crapo
Bullard, $10

•

Swartz Creek Memories” by Mildred
Crapser Smith, her memories of SC 1909
-2008, includes a map of town and residents in early 1900s, $10

President’s Message
As we wind down this
2022 year, I wonder where
it went. During the pandemic
highs
everyone
could be heard to say, “it’s
so nice to just slow down”
and “how nice it is that
everyone is kind to each
other now”. WOW! That all became history!
Seems like the life accelerator pedal is
stuck to the floor.
I went to the Secretary of State office and
was treated to a front row seat of how people
aren’t nice anymore. This was after a work
day of cleaning up other's messes from people who think it is their right to be abusive
and moronic.
Let’s look at the future. Changes are coming, we are all getting older and our priorities
are changing. The future of history is under
attack. We must all set aside our personal
differences and attempt civility to change.
New ideas are always welcome. New perspectives and opinions should be listened to and
thought about without
adverse reaction. (I
know I need to work
on that one.)
I heard today that
the demolition of the
structure
of
Mary
Crapo School is to
begin November 1. It
is destined to be history. History and life
is what we recall and

****************

document. The building may be gone but the
memories won’t go with it if we don’t let
them. Please stop and see the cabinet from
Mary Crapo on display at the mini museum in
Swartz Creek City Hall.
There needs to be more inclusion of our
townships' histories in our society. We are the
Swartz Creek “Area” Historical Society. Any
one out there who can suggest ideas for presenters from the townships, please share with
me. I want to have 2023 calendar of presenters fully scheduled and promoted ASAP.
Just a few days shy of the
47th anniversary of the wreck
of the Edmund Fitzgerald, we
present the “Last Voyage of
the Edmund Fitzgerald” on
November 5th, at 6:30pm, at
the Swartz Creek United Methodist Church
Family Life Center, 7400 Miller Rd. This is a
ticketed event and tickets are available at the
door.
I speak for
your board and
we are looking
forward to a
mesmerizing
evening on this
topic.
This
event is the
kick-off to officially recognize our societies future and a future permanent home. Funding to create this
future depends on involvement at all levels.
Sites with potential for a society's home discussion include, the old Trecha Bros Building,
the old Methodist Church building on Morrish
Rd., the old Gaines Twp. Hall on Grove St.,
even the Miller-Holland house. JUST IDEAS!
No commitment yet.
There are many old homestead homes in
and about our community that could also be
potential sites. (If you are reading this while
living in one I would love to hear from you)
All of this is the future of history and presents
a secure means of preserving our communities past for generations to come.
I also would add that, having a plan, committing to that plan, and executing that plan

will result in rewards in
donations, (financial and
archival), greater involvement and opportunity for
all, and a community asset.
Let’s all greet 2023 with renewed enthusiasm and optimism. Please reach out to me
with suggestions or questions or the deed to
your homestead, (what a legacy that would
leave!) if interested (we are 501c3) tax write
-off! Call me 810-635-7439
Thank you and Happy
Holidays!
David Spillane

September 14
Michael J Thorp
Michael J. Thorp, is a
well-known, EMMY Awardwinning producer, News
Anchor, Radio Host, and
Author who has been telling his stories for
decades. We had the pleasure of having him with us
in September.
Michael
has taken
the stories
he's told
and the
Michigan
trivia he's
been collecting
during his
career &
travel and
compiled
them into
several
books.
As you
can see
from the
pictures, he was a very interesting and popular speaker.
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October 12

Condolences

Anthony Bee Farms - Dave Anthony

Member Robert Florine,
passed away on Tuesday,
October 18 at his home in
Seymour, Indiana. Robert
was an active member of our
Historical Society along with
several other area historical
groups.
We send heartfelt sympathy to his wife Shirley & his entire family and
friends. Bob will be missed by us all.
Bob was 90 years old.

We had the pleasure of having Dave Anthony & several family members with us in
October. Dave was a great speaker and we
all learned much about the very important
job of Bee Farming. He's been in the business
for over 30 years and is still learning more.

Upcoming Meetings
•

The Anthony Bee Farm is not just a local
business. They distribute not only honey, but
bees all over the US.
Dave
brought
with
him, his wife Sandy, who
treated us all to a bear
full of honey!
Also cousin Shirley
was on hand to tell about
growing
up
on
and
around the family farm.
Last but not least Chandler, a seventh generation family member who
will one day take over the
family business.

•

November 5 (at the SC United Methodist
Church) - Fred and Betty Shannon. We
are excited to have them come and share
their adventures featuring the wreck of
the Edmond Fitzgerald. This will be a
fundraiser.
December - No Meeting

•

2023
January 11 - Dave Talsma; Craftsman;
Handmade Ukeleles

•

February 8 - John Gilbert; Gilbert's Dairy

We thank Dave and the whole family for
taking time out of their busy days to share
there lives with us!

Dave
is shown
above
with a
chart
depicting
the life
cycle of
bees.
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Help Us Earn Money

Donations
•

Valerie Sharp - 1938 SC
Phone Book

•

Tim & Angie Buda - Monetary Donation in Memory of
Bob Florine, Giuseppe's Restaurant Menu

•

Dave Spillane (Fine Arts) - Laptop
Computer for use at meetings

•

Darla Wynn - Monetary Donation

•

Mark Thornton - Monetary Donation

•

Sally DiCello - Monetary Donation

•

Dee Buchanan - Monetary Donation

•

James VanNorwick - Substantial Monetary Donation in memory of his two
brothers Larry & David

•

Lorraine Ahearne (Middle School) complete set of blueprints of the Middle
School Building

Social Media
All of our publications are listed with
prices on our website:
swartzcreekhistory.com
Thanks to Kelly McKenzie.
Also Paul Williams & Valerie Sharp are
keeping us all informed about meetings,
along with pictures on Facebook.
Check out the “Swartz Creek Area
Historical Society” page.

OFFICERS
President………Dave Spillane - 2025
Vice-President...Paul Williams - 2025
Secretary……………..

Angie Buda - 2024

Treasurer………..…. Tim Buda - 2025
Trustees
Jim Barclay - 2023
David Krueger - 2023
Christine Campbell - 2024
Valerie Sharp - 2025
Lisa Spillane - 2024
Curator…………….Lisa Spillane
Newsletter Editors....Angie & Tim Buda

We can earn rewards with your help
and it won't cost you anything!
•

Kroger - Go to your Kroger Account and link your Kroger Card
to the Swartz Creek Area Historical Society with the Community Rewards.

•

Amazon - Go to your Account, there is a drop down
list
under
your
name.
Choose AmazonSmile and
search for Swartz Creek Area Historical
Society.

Every time you shop at these two business,
we will earn points and those points add up
to money. Every little bit will help us get closer to having a museum right here in Swartz
Creek.

Thank you so much for all your help!

Membership Dues
2022-23 Membership dues can be
sent to the address shown below. Your
new membership card will be sent with
the next newsletter. Due to rising costs
we have had to stop sending newsletters
to those whose dues are more than 1
year overdue. We are a 501 C-3 non profit
group and all of your contributions are tax
deductible to the full extent of the law. Contributions and memorials are always welcome!

Membership dues levels:
Seniors: (60 and up) and Students (18 and
under) $5.00
Individuals: under 60 years of age $10.00
Family: (all related persons in the same
household) $20.00
Patron: $50
Send all payments or correspondence to:
S.C.A.H.S.
11353 Cook Rd
Gaines, Michigan 48436
Email: tbuda@shianet.org or
swartzcreekhistory@gmail.com

Phone: 989-271-9193 or 810-444-9295

We appreciate your continued support!
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