
   

May 10 - DR Michael Heberling; 1953 Beecher Tornado 

June 14 - Show & Tell/Ice Cream Social 

swartzcreekhistory.com               

 

Regular meetings are held every 2nd 

Wednesday of the month at 7pm in 

the Swartz Creek City Hall, 8083 Civ-

ic Drive, Swartz Creek, MI  48473. 

Please join us. 

 

“It is the mission of the Swartz Creek  
Area Historical Society to keep alive the 

chronicle of our community’s yesterdays, 
todays, and tomorrows in the hearts and 

minds of those around us.” 

Swartz Creek Area Historical Society 

P 
lease note that occasionally our meetings 

are relocated from City Hall to a different 

location and time. Those changes will be 

mentioned in this newsletter and posted on 

the door at city hall.  If we have your email 

address, you will receive an email as well! 
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 Publications 
Listed below are a few of our publications. 

They are available at all of our monthly 

meetings or for a small fee, can be mailed.  

Contact Tim Buda at 989-271-9193 or tbu-

da@shianet.org he will deliver locally for 

free. 

• “Going Up the Swartz” by Yutha Hayes 

– A history of Swartz Creek area 1839 -

1976, $25 

• “Our District School” by Fredrick Van 

Horn, A history of Fletcher School and 

“Crapo Farm” by Catherine Crapo 

Bullard, $10 

• Swartz Creek Memories” by Mildred 

Crapser Smith, her memories of SC 1909 

-2008, includes a map of town and resi-

dents in early 1900s, $10 

 As what we hope is 

finally spring arriving, 

our hopes of growth 

and renewal are rekin-

dled. 

 This Historical Soci-

ety must grow in order 

to survive. Our board 

recently had two resig-

nations. We need peo-

ple with any interest in 

history and community to step up and fill 

these seats. Fresh faces amongst our group 

and board could bring new ideas and direc-

tion. I implore you to consider stepping up 

and filling a seat. Please feel free to contact 

myself or any remaining board members 

with questions or suggestions. 

 As you know our growth plan culminates 

with finding a permanent home for this soci-

ety. Achieving this ambitious task will be no 

small feat. Fund-raising takes people, and 

time. Ultimately, a large monetary donation 

or a hand-off of a deed to a property would 

certainly circumvent a-lot of invested effort. 

I have shared this topic before. I am 100% 

serious. Donations and deeds are always 

and unexpectedly welcome at any time.  This 

topic is and must remain this board's focus.  

 Recently, you may have heard we were 

asked to vacate 

the Cage building 

(where we store 

archives and 

have a mini mu-

seum). The 

President’s Address 
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school board has granted us a stay for now. 

However, we cannot take anything for 

granted. We have existed with our space at 

Swartz Creek City Hall and at the Cage, only 

by the gracious kindness of the governing 

bodies. 

 The future of this Society is on a delicate 

tightrope. We must all come together and 

seek a path to security. 

 Our topic this month by presenter, Mi-

chael Heberling, is both timely and interest-

ing. This being the beginning of tornado sea-

son for us, and he presenting a historical re-

counting of the 1953 Beecher tornado. As 

we all know our weather patterns are in up-

heaval and we could be experiencing tornad-

ic or severe weather at any given time. 

Make sure you plan to attend and give Mr. 

Heberling our utmost attention on his 

presentation. 

 Beyond, May, we have some cooperative 

plans with the City of Swartz Creek and his-

torical markers. Some grant money has 

been received by the city towards such a 

project. More to come.  

 I want to find ways to include our other 

governmental units and residents. Mundy 

Twp., Flint Twp., Gaines Township and the 

Village of Gaines, Clayton Township and 

Lennon. 

 All of these areas are our neighbors, our 

members, and contributors to our success. 

That is why we refer to ourselves as the 

Swartz Creek Area Historical Society. 

 There is much to be done. There are pro-

jects being discussed and proposed all 

around us. Change is 

inevitable, document-

ing the history re-

placed by change is 

our duty. Please con-

tinue to support the 

Swartz Creek Area 

Historical Society. 

Dave Spillane 

President 

 Bill Ellson, grew up 
in Lansing, but 
moved to Swartz 
Creek in 1968. He 
inherited the love of 
metal detecting from 
his father.  

 One of the places 
his father advised 
him to always look 
for treasures at is un-
der the swing sets in 
parks. That advice 
has proven to pay 
off.  

 Bill has search for small treasures all 
around the grounds of the former Crapo 
Farm and that includes a large area of West-
ern Swartz Creek. Shown below are some of 
the things that he 
found.  

 

March 8 
Bill Ellson 
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 Previously we had scheduled 

Judge John Conover as our 

April speaker. Unfortunately 

Judge Conover unexpectedly 

passed away. Our sincere con-

dolences go out Judge 

Conover's family.  

 Paul Williams gratiously 

stepped in as our April Speaker. He present-

ed the history of Rankin, originally known as 

Mundy Centre. Located mostly and near the 

corner of Grand Blanc and Jennings Road, 

Rankin had humble beginnings and grew with 

several businesses supporting the local resi-

dents.  

 Paul's family lived there, owned and ran 

some of those business.  

Upcoming Meetings 

2023 

• May 10 - DR Michael Heberling; Many 
of you remember the devastating 1953 
tonado that rammed through the Beecher 
area in Flint. This is 
your chance to get  
many of those de-
tails that complete-
ly destroyed hun-
dreds of buildings 
and lives. 

• June 14 - "Show & Tell"; It's your time 
to shine. Bring in an item 
or two to share. It may be 
something from the past 
that we don't know about 
or a story about the past 
that you would like to 
share. Plus it's our Annual 
Ice Cream Social! 

April 12 
Paul Williams 

Rankin, Michigan 

Postmasters  

1881-1905 
 

• G.F. Wright - Feb 8 

1881 to Sep 25, 1882 

• Ed L Raymond - Sept 

25, 1882 to Jul 11, 

1891 

• Wm. E. Gilbert - Jul 

11, 1891 to Apr 9, 

1894 

• George W. Paul - Apr 

9, 1894 to Jul 10, 

1895 

• Franklin Ira Gilbert -

Jul 10, 1895 to Nov 

11, 1905 

 

 Shown here is the rem-

nants of the Mary Crapo 

Corner Stone. It contained 

a time capsule that will be 

opened on May 17, at 5:30 

at the Swartz Creek School 

Administration Building. 

The public is welcome! 

 Also there were bricks saved from the 

Mary Crapo building and 

they are available at the 

Administration Building on 

a first come, first serve ba-

sis. Phone 810-591-2300. 

Time Capsule 

Recent Correspondence 

To whom it may concern,  

 Please remove Macia from your mailing list. 

Her grandfather Skyler Wade built the house next 

to Mary Crapo School(on the west side). He was 

the Swartz Creek Postmaster in the 1950's. His 

daughters were Geraldine(Marcia's Mom)Dutch, 

and Verna. Marcia's Mother took the Grand Trunk 

train to Flint to attend high school.  

 Thank you for being so faithful in sending her 

your newsletter for so long. Marcia passed in Jan. 

Sincerely, Richard Drenovsky 
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Membership Dues 
 

      2023 Membership dues are now due 
and can be sent to the address shown 
below. Your new membership card will 
be sent with the next newsletter. If your 
2023 dues are due, there will be a dues 
due written on the outside of your enve-
lope after your name. We are a 501 C-3 
non profit group and all of your contributions 
are tax deductible to the full extent of the 
law. Contributions and memorials are always 
welcome! 

     

Membership dues levels: 
Seniors: (60 and up) and Students (18 and 
under) $5.00  

Individuals: under 60 years of age $10.00 

Family: (all related persons in the same 
household) $20.00 

Patron:  $50 

Send all payments or correspondence to: 

S.C.A.H.S. 

11353 Cook Rd 

Gaines, Michigan  48436  

Email: tbuda@shianet.org or  

swartzcreekhistory@gmail.com 

Phone: 989-271-9193 or 810-444-9295 

We appreciate your continued support! 

OFFICERS 

President………Dave Spillane - 2025 

Vice-President...Paul Williams - 2025 

Secretary…………….. Angie Buda - 2024 

Treasurer………..…. Tim Buda - 2025 

Trustees  

David Krueger - 2023 

Christine Campbell - 2024 

Lisa Spillane - 2024  

Curator…………….Lisa Spillane 

Newsletter Editors....Angie & Tim Buda       

   Social Media 
All of our publications are listed with  

prices on our website:  

swartzcreekhistory.com 

Thanks to Kelly McKenzie. 
 

Also Paul Williams is keeping us all in-
formed about meetings, along with pictures 

on Facebook. 
 

Check out the “Swartz Creek Area  

Historical Society” page.  

 

Donations 
 

• Susan & Lloyd Swan - Monetary Dona-

tion 

• Frank Eastman - Monetary Donation 

• Kroger - Two Large Historical Photos that 

were hung in Kroger were no longer used. 

They were given back to us and will be 

hung in a new location to be determined. 

 

Board Members 
Please note that we have a couple of board 

positions that are empty or soon to be va-

cant. If you have an interest in serving on 

the SC Historical Society Board, please  let 

us know! 
 

There are also many ways to help out even if 

you don't want to be a board member. 

Thanks in advance for  

considering this. 

 Help Us Earn Money 

We can earn rewards with your help and 

it won't cost you anything!  

• Kroger - Go to your Kroger 

Account and link your Kroger 

Card to the Swartz Creek Ar-

ea Historical Society with the Community 

Rewards. 

 Please continue to support us by signing up for 

Kroger Community Award and choosing Swartz 

Creek Area Historical Society to help us raise 

money for a building of our own. This is at no cost 

to you, but it can be a great help to us! 

Swartz Creek Fine Arts 

 Spring and Summer will be here soon. We 
are so fortunate to have a Fine Arts Line-Up 

every year and it is free to all of us. Please 
plan to come out on Tuesday evenings and lis-

ten to some awesome music. Bring a lawn 

chair and have a great time! 


